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THEORIES OF GOVERNMENT
At the Constitutional Convention of the United States,
the revised plan submitted to the consideration of the
assembly by Governor Randolph of Virginia, carried this
provision under Sec. 16: "That a republican constitution,
and its existing laws, ought to be guaranteed to each State
by the United States."
The resolutions, subsequently -adopted, included this
statement: "Resolved, that a republican form of government
shall be guaranteed to each State; and that each State shall
be protected against foreign and domestic violence."
The one thing that seemed to be definitely settled by the
convention was an attachment to a republican (represen-
tative) government, as distinguished from a democratic
(popular) government.
This conception of the character of the government has
been much changed in late years; so changed, in fact, that
the distinguished men who signed the document, and heard
Benjamin Franklin's fervent expression of happiness "to
know that it is a rising and not a setting sun" that looked
down upon .the gathering, would scarce recognize the child
of their creation.
Those who have argued that the "cure for the ills of
democracy is more democracy" have had their inning. They
have brought forth an exemplification of popular govern-
ment, without restraint and without responsibility. They
invited, and 'had their invitation, answered. Logic and rea-
soning have been 'replaced by passion, prejudice and vitu-
peration. Inexpensive, responsible party government has
given way to expensive, irresponsible, emotional demagog-
ery, to the unbridled rampaging. of verbal and voting syndi-
calism. The ills of.the Republic have not lessened but
increased a thousand fold, and the end is not yet. Some
day the pendulum will swing back, and one may only hope
that it will not swing to another extreme--dictatorship.
